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When Do People Start Collecting Social Security?

April 2024
See disclaimer on final page

There's no "right" age to begin receiving Social Security retirement benefits. It's a personal decision based on
multiple factors, including how long someone wants to work and how much retirement income is needed.
Workers are entitled to full benefits at their full retirement age (FRA) — 66 to 67, depending on year of birth.
Claiming before FRA (as early as age 62) will result in a permanently reduced benefit, while claiming later will
result in a permanently increased benefit due to delayed retirement credits, which can be earned up to age 70.

Source: Social Security Administration, 2023 (based on 2022 data)
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How Savers and Spenders Can Meet in the Middle
Couples who have opposite philosophies regarding
saving and spending often have trouble finding
common ground, and money arguments frequently
erupt. But you can learn to work with — and even
appreciate — your financial differences.

Money habits run deep
If you're a saver, you prioritize having money in the
bank and investing in your future. You probably hate
credit card debt and spend money cautiously. Your
spender spouse may seem impulsive, prompting you
to think, "Don't you care about our future?" But you
may come across as controlling or miserly to your
spouse who thinks, "Just for once, can't you loosen
up? We need some things!"

Such different outlooks can lead to mistrust and
resentment. But are your characterizations fair?
Money habits run deep, and have a lot to do with how
you were raised and your personal experience.
Instead of assigning blame, focus on finding out how
each partner's financial outlook evolved.

Saving and spending actually go hand in hand.
Whether you're saving for a vacation, a car, college, or
retirement, your money will eventually be spent on
something. You just need to decide together how and
when to spend it.

Talk through your differences
Sometimes couples avoid talking about money
because they are afraid to argue. But scheduling
regular money meetings could give you more insight
into your finances and provide a forum for handling
disagreements, helping you avoid future conflicts.

You might not have an equal understanding of your
finances, so start with the basics. How much money is
coming in and how much is going out? Next, work on
discovering what's important to each of you.

To help ensure a productive discussion, establish
some ground rules. For example, you might set a time
limit, insist that both of you come prepared, and take a
break if the discussion becomes too heated.
Communication and compromise are key. Don't just
assume you know what your spouse is thinking — ask,
and keep an open mind.

Here are some questions to get started.

• What does money represent to you? Security?
Freedom? The opportunity to help others?

• What are your short-term and long-term savings
goals? Why are these important to you?

• How comfortable are you with debt? This could
include mortgage debt, credit card debt, and loans.

• Who should you spend money on? Do you agree on
how much to give to your children or spend on gifts
to family members, friends, or charities?

• What rules would you like to apply to purchases? For
example, you might set a limit on how much one
spouse can spend without consulting the other.

• Would you like to set aside some discretionary
money for each of you? That could help you feel
more free to save or spend those dollars without
having to justify your decision.

What's Your Money Style?

\

Source: Consumer Financial Protection Bureau

Agree on a plan
Once you've explored what's important to you, create
a concrete budget or spending plan that will help keep
you on the same page. For example, to account for
both perspectives, you could make savings an
"expense" and also include a "just for fun" category. If
a formal budget doesn't work for you, find other ways
to blend your styles, such as automating your savings
or bill paying, prioritizing an emergency account, or
agreeing to put specific percentages of your income
toward wants, needs, and savings.

And track your progress. Scheduling money dates to
go over your finances will give you a chance to
celebrate your successes or identify what needs to
improve. Be willing to make adjustments if necessary.
It's hard to break out of patterns, but with consistent
effort and good communication, you'll have a strong
chance of finding the middle ground.
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Housing Market Trends: Are They Helping or Hurting the Economy?

In an unusual twist, U.S. home values climbed to an
annual record of $389,800 in 2023, even as mortgage
rates rose to the highest levels in a generation. The
median price of existing homes rose 4.4% for the
twelve months ended in December 2023 to reach
$382,600. (Buying activity and prices tend to peak
during the summer and tick back down when the
market slows later in the year.)1

Near the end of October 2023, the average rate for a
30-year fixed mortgage climbed to a 23-year high of
nearly 8%, before retreating a bit.2 But despite
sky-high borrowing costs, buyer demand exceeded the
supply of homes for sale.

As a result, sellers generally fared well, but 2023 was
a challenging year for would-be homebuyers.

A market in limbo
Rising mortgage rates and home prices made it harder
to afford a home, causing many buyers to be priced
out of their favorite neighborhoods and forcing others
out of the market altogether. In August 2023, housing
affordability dropped to its worst levels since 1985.3

Many people who already own homes have been
reluctant to sell and move because they would have to
finance their next homes at much higher rates than
they currently pay — a conundrum that has worsened
the inventory shortage.

This persistent lack of inventory combined with low
affordability has cut deeply into home sales. For all of
2023, existing home sales fell to the lowest level in
nearly 30 years (4.09 million).4 An estimated 668,000
new homes were sold in 2023, an increase of 4.2%
from the previous year, but new construction accounts
for less than 15% of the total market.5

Housing and GDP
Housing contributes directly to the nation's gross
domestic product (GDP) in two ways: spending on
housing services and residential fixed investment.
Housing services include rental payments, imputed
rent (the estimated rental value of owner-occupied
homes), and utility payments. Residential fixed
investment includes new home construction,
residential remodeling, production of manufactured
homes, and brokers' fees. In the fourth quarter of
2023, housing accounted for $4.4 trillion of U.S. GDP
on a seasonally adjusted annual basis or 15.9%
(12.0% for housing services and 3.9% for fixed
residential investment).6

New home construction stimulates local economies by
creating higher-wage jobs and boosting property tax
receipts. Nationally (and locally), it benefits other types
of businesses as well, by spurring production and
hiring in industries that provide raw materials like
lumber or that manufacture or sell building tools,

equipment, and home components such as windows,
cabinets, appliances, and flooring. That's why the
Census Bureau's report on housing starts, which were
up 7.6% from the previous year's level in December
2023, is considered a leading economic indicator.7

Home Building Stages a Recovery
In Q3 2023, fixed residential investment added to U.S. GDP
for the first time since Q1 2021. But in Q4, an increase in
new residential structures was mostly offset by a decrease
in brokers' fees.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2024

Consumers are the key
The health of the housing market can also affect
economic activity in other industries indirectly. For
example, the "wealth effect" refers to how shifts in
home prices, up or down, can influence consumer
finances, confidence, and behavior. When home
values and equity are rising, consumers who own
homes tend to feel wealthier and may be more
comfortable spending their money.

The "transaction effect" describes the increase in
consumer spending that typically occurs when people
move into new homes, which tends to generate
demand for goods and services such as appliances,
furniture, electronics, home improvement, and
landscaping. On the other hand, extremely low
affordability might influence younger consumers in a
different way. When buying a home seems
unattainable, it may cause them to give up on saving
for that goal and shift to spending on other things.

Given housing's importance to the economy, there is
some concern that a prolonged period of high rates
could continue to constrain home building and sales,
cause home prices to fall, and damage consumer
confidence. When the Federal Reserve begins to cut
interest rates, mortgages should gradually follow suit,
but that's not likely to happen until GDP growth slows
and inflation is no longer seen as the larger threat.
1, 4) National Association of Realtors, 2024; 2) Freddie Mac, 2023; 3)
National Association of Realtors via Haver Analytics, 2023; 5, 7) U.S.
Census Bureau, 2024; 6) U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2024
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New SAVE Repayment Plan Offers Key Benefits

Prepared by Broadridge Investor Communication Solutions, Inc. Copyright 2024

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES

This publication is not intended to provide investment, tax, or legal advice. The information presented here is not specific to any
individual's personal circumstances.

To the extent that this material concerns tax matters, it is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, by a taxpayer for the
purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed by law. Each taxpayer should seek independent advice from a tax professional based
on his or her individual circumstances.

These materials are provided for general information and educational purposes based upon publicly available information from sources
believed to be reliable—we cannot assure the accuracy or completeness of these materials. The information in these materials may change
at any time and without notice.

In July 2023, the Department of Education launched a
new income-driven repayment (IDR) plan for federal
student loans called the Saving on a Valuable
Education (SAVE) Plan. The SAVE Plan is the most
generous IDR plan to date, and like all IDR plans, it
calculates a borrower's monthly payment amount
based on income and family size.

The SAVE Plan replaces the existing Revised Pay As
You Earn (REPAYE) Plan, and all borrowers who are
currently enrolled in REPAYE will be automatically
transferred to SAVE.

How SAVE helps borrowers
The SAVE Plan has many benefits, including lower
monthly payments, a full interest subsidy for the entire
time a borrower is enrolled in the plan, and shortened
repayment terms compared to previous IDR plans.
SAVE is being implemented in phases, with some
benefits taking effect in 2023 and others that are
scheduled to take effect in July 2024.

Key benefits that took effect in 2023:

• The amount of income protected from loan payments
increased from 150% to 225% of the federal poverty
level. Borrowers whose incomes are at or below the
225% threshold will have a $0 monthly payment (this
equates to about $32,800 a year for a single
borrower or $67,500 for a family of four).

• Unpaid interest will not accrue, so loan balances
won't grow as long as borrowers make their monthly

payments as calculated under SAVE (even when a
borrower's monthly payment is set to $0).

Key benefits scheduled to take effect in July 2024:

• For undergraduate loans, monthly payments will be
capped at 5% of discretionary income (compared to
10% under REPAYE), and graduate loans will be
capped at 10% of discretionary income. Borrowers
who have both undergraduate and graduate loans
will pay a weighted average each month of between
5% and 10% of their income based on the original
principal balances of their loans.

• For borrowers with original principal balances of
$12,000 or less, all remaining loan balances will be
forgiven after 10 years of payments. For original loan
balances over $12,000, the maximum repayment
period will increase by one year for every additional
$1,000 borrowed. For example, a $13,000 loan will
be forgiven after 11 years of payments, a $14,000
loan will be forgiven after 12 years of payments, and
so on. The maximum repayment period under SAVE
will be 20 years if all loans in repayment are
undergraduate loans and 25 years if any loans in
repayment are graduate loans. (The same maximum
terms of 20 and 25 years applied under REPAYE.)

To learn more and to enroll in the SAVE Plan,
borrowers can visit studentaid.gov/idr.
Source: U.S. Department of Education, 2023
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